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What is the NVTA/What do we do?

We are the preeminent 
transportation coordination, 
planning, programming and 
funding authority in 
Northern Virginia. We work 
collaboratively and 
transparently to plan, 
prioritize and fund regional 
transportation projects.
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NVTA Composition
The NVTA embraces the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun
and Prince William and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls
Church, Manassas and Manassas Park.
• Composed of 17 Members:

– Chief elected officer from the 9 member localities or his/her designee
– Two members of the House of Delegates
– One State Senator
– Two citizen members appointed by the Governor including one 

member of the Commonwealth Transportation Board
– The chief elected officer of one town in a county which the Authority 

embraces (non-voting)
– The Commonwealth Transportation Board Commissioner, or his/her 

designee (non-voting)
– The Director of the Department of Rail and Public                                

Transportation (DRPT), or his/her designee (non-voting)
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NVTA Roles and Responsibilities
Provide Northern Virginia with a Regional Transportation
Organization Responsible for: (per § 33.2-2500/2508/2512)
• Prepare a regional transportation plan for Planning District 8 that includes 

transportation improvements of regional significance. 

• Set regional transportation policies and priorities for regional 
transportation projects. 

• Allocate funds to priority regional transportation projects.  

• The primary objective is to reduce congestion in Planning District 8 to the 
greatest extent practicable guided by performance-based criteria:
– improve travel times, 

– reduce delays, 

– connect regional activity centers, 

– improve safety, 

– improve air quality, and 

– move the most people in the most cost-effective manner
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NVTA Roles and Responsibilities
Provide Northern Virginia with a Regional Transportation 

Organization (per § 33.2-2512) 

• Recommend to federal, state, and regional agencies regional transportation 
priorities, including public-private transportation projects and funding 
allocations.

• Provide general oversight of regional transportation issues of a 
multijurisdictional nature, including intelligent transportation systems, 
signalization, and preparation for and response to emergencies.

• Serve as an advocate for the transportation needs of Northern Virginia before 
the state and federal governments.

• Recommend to the Commonwealth Transportation Board priority regional 
transportation projects for receipt of federal and state funds.
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NVTA Roles and Responsibilities
Has Statutory Authority similar to VDOT/DRPT   (per § 33.2-2500/2512)

• Provide general oversight of regional programs involving mass transit or congestion 
mitigation, including carpooling, vanpooling and ridesharing.

• Act as a responsible public entity under the Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995.

• Construct or acquire, by purchase, lease, contract, or otherwise, the transportation facilities 
specified in the regional transportation plan.

• Decide on and vote to impose certain fees and taxes authorized under law for imposition or 
assessment by the Authority, provided that any such fee or tax assessed or imposed is 
assessed or imposed in all counties and cities embraced by the Authority. 

• Prepare a plan for mass transportation services with persons, counties, cities, agencies, 
authorities, or transportation commissions and may further contract with any such person or 
entity to provide what is necessary to implement that plan. 

• May issue bonds or other debt in such amounts as it deems appropriate.  

• Enter into contracts or agreements to finance construction and operation of facilities  with 
the counties and cities embraced by the Authority or with any federal, state, local, private 
entity, or with other transportation commissions of transportation districts adjoining
localities covered by the Authority to provide transportation facilities and services. 

6



NVTA Revenue Sources
• HB 2313 Revenue Sources (70% and 30%)

– Retail Sales and Use Tax 

– Regional Congestion Relief Fee (Grantor’s Tax)

– Transient Occupancy Tax

– FY 2016 Revenues: $316,946,738

• Revenues are stable permitting reliable projections

• Program Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Funds: $30M average annual

• Program Federal Regional Surface Transportation 
Program Funds: $40M average annual
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NVTA HB 2313 Revenues 
Received through FYE June 30, 2016
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Total 70% 
Revenue 

$639,180,476

Total 30% 
Revenue 

$272,972,824 

NVTA TOTAL REVENUE RECEIVED*
$912,153,300

Grantor's Tax 
$130,009,104

Regional Sales 
Tax 

$699,349,678

Transient 
Occupancy Tax 

$80,167,189

NVTA Fund 
Interest 

$2,627,329

NVTA REVENUE RECEIVED BY TAX TYPE*
$912,153,300
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Regional 
Transportation 

Investments 
Funded in Three 

Years

79 Projects

$990 Million Total

9 Completed
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Example of 
Projects Utilizing 
30% Revenues

$273 Million Total 
Distribution 



Looking Ahead

• Continued Transparency and Collaboration

• Update of TransAction, Region’s Long-Range Transportation Plan
– First update since the passage of HB 2313

– Incorporation of HB 599

– Guide the Region’s first Six Year Program (FY2018-2023)
• $1.7 billion in anticipated Revenues for the Six Year Program

• Continued Focus on Regional Projects and Priorities not  different 
local interests
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The Authority: Working Regionally 

12



How You Can Get Involved

• Visit our websites: www.TheNoVaAuthority.org and 
www.NVTATransAction.org.

• Engage with your local governments (counties, cities 
and towns) and attend NVTA public meetings.

• Join our e-mail list: www.TheNoVaAuthority.org.

• Like us on Facebook.

• Follow us on Twitter @NVTAuthority and
@NVTATransAction.

• Watch us on YouTube.

13

http://www.thenovaauthority.org/index.html
http://nvtatransaction.org/
http://www.thenovaauthority.org/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Northern-Virginia-Transportation-Authority/274323302647755
https://twitter.com/NVTAuthority
https://twitter.com/NVTATransAction
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIc5aFOqKSxSlkGApjRIGTw

